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PHILOMATH — One of Oregon’s two native
species of turtles will have new habitat to nest in
on the Philomath Scout Lodge property, thanks to
a $25,000 earth-moving project going on this
week.

The project, a collaboration between the lodge, the
Marys River Watershed Council and U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, aims to create new nesting
ground for the Western pond turtle by making
berms around the pond less steep.

Jarod Jebousek, a biologist with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, said the steepness of the banks
around the pond at the Scout Lodge limited the nesting ground available for the turtles. He
said the turtles prefer to nest on more gradual slopes with lots of sun exposure.

Work by a bulldozer and an excavator began at the site Monday, and should be finished this
week. In addition to the earth reshaping, the work will include the creation of peninsulas in the
pond for youth to fish from; the plan is that these peninsulas eventually will be accessible to
the disabled. The grounds involved were cleared of blackberry plants before work began this
week and will be reseeded with native grasses. The Scout Lodge also plans to have
educational signs to teach people about the native turtles.

Jebousek said that human development has caused declines in Western pond turtle
populations. The species is not designated an endangered species, but it is listed as critical on
Oregon’s sensitive species list.

“The service saw this as a great opportunity to partner with these nonprofits to improve wildlife
habitat and provide outdoor education and recreational opportunities to local youth,” he said.

Karen Fleck Harding, landowner partnership coordinator for the Marys River Watershed
Council, said that the project began more than five years ago with a study of the turtles already
at the site.

The study concluded that a lack of nesting area was preventing a sustainable population at the
site, she said.

“Build it and they will come,” she said.

Although the reshaped ground is theoretically better terrain for the Western pond turtle, the
species has a long life cycle and Harding said the impacts of the restoration work may not be
immediately obvious. According to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Western pond
turtles can live more than 30 years in the wild. Harding said the project has received $10,000 in
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Oregon lottery funds, $10,000 from the Fish & Wildlife Service, and $5,000 from the Willamette
Habitat Restoration Fund.

Jebousek said it is nice to see the project get to this point, but the real reward would be seeing
turtle nests on the reworked ground.

Dale Doig, the Scout Lodge’s representative to the project, said the lodge participated because
of its role as a youth education organization. He said the project allows the lodge to be a good
steward of the land while opening up the site so that youths can have more access to it.

“It’s great to see it happen,” he said Tuesday.

The Scout Lodge is accepting contributions to support the educational signs and ramp for the
disabled that are planned for the site. For information about contributing, see
www.philomathscoutlodge.org/, or call 541-929-7619.

Oregon's native turtles

Oregon has only two native species of turtles: the Western pond turtle and the Western
painted turtle. According to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, both are listed in
the Oregon Conservation Strategy as species in need of help because of low or declining
populations. Non-native turtles such as the snapping turtle and the red-eared sliders
compete with the native turtles for territory. To learn more, see
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/conservationstrategy/turtles.asp


