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A rich trove of information about the Marys River Watershed 
awaits you on our new website, along with images of streams, 

native species, restoration projects and schoolchildren learning about 
the landscape they call home.

Do you want to know about the local creek that could be renamed 
“Lamprey Creek”? Or, for that matter, what is a Pacific lamprey, 
anyway? Why would it matter that an ancient species of eel-like fish 
is in steep decline here in the Willamette River Basin? What about 
other native species in the watershed-- dusky geese, for example, or 
freshwater mussels or Oregon chub or Fender’s blue butterfly? How 
do they fit into the watershed picture?

Do you wonder who staffs the Council and who sits on the board 
of directors? Where are restoration projects happening now on 
tributaries in your neck of the woods? Are there ways to join in as a 
volunteer or coming to a lively Pint Night or other fundraiser, such 
as our annual Roots to Rivers gala at the elegant Vue in downtown 
Corvallis (see back page)? What about taking a guided tour with 
watershed experts to see the impact of the Council’s restoration 
efforts up close?

All of this and much, much more is waiting for you at www.mrwc.
org. We’d love for you to learn more about the people and the 
projects that are protecting and enhancing your watershed. 

Find everything from restoration 
to education to inspiration

Visit Our New Website

When European settlers arrived on 
the landscape we now know as 

the Marys River Watershed, they found 
rich soils for farming, dense forests for 
logging and pure waters for drinking, 
fishing, swimming and boating. They 
cleared fields and planted crops. They 
tamed the wild river and its tributaries 
to hold back high water. They built 

railroads and loaded trains with timber. 
They constructed dams to power mills 
and hold logs. They raised cows and 
turkeys and sheep. They thrived. But 
the wild vegetation, the native fishes, 
the beavers and butterflies and birds 
endemic to the watershed have not 
fared as well as the industrious humans 
who share their landscape.

Looking Back to See Ahead
History exhibit to show human impacts

The Oregon Chub has made 
history. In February, it became 

the first fish ever taken off the U.S. 
Endangered Species list because 
it no longer faces extinction. Two 
decades after the chub landed on the 
list, it once again swims throughout 
the Willamette River Basin in 
healthy numbers.

“We’re not saying it won’t need 
management,” Paul Henson, 
director of the Department of 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife told 
Associate Press reporter Jeff 

Oregon Chub 
No Longer  
Endangered

Oregon chub Photo ODFW

Save the date

Roots to Rivers

April 18

(See Page 4 for details)
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Soon, you’ll be able to view the 
photographic record of farming, 
logging, industry and recreation on the 
watershed.  An exhibit cosponsored 
by the Watershed Council, the Benton 
County Historical Society and Oregon 
State University funded by the Benton 
County Cultural Coalition offers a 
window into the ways humans shaped 
the landscape from Muddy Creek to 
Greasy Creek to Avery Park and the 
Corvallis Mill Race.

The exhibit will be on display at the 
Corvallis Public Library during the 
month of April, with a grand opening on 
April 8 from 6:30 to 8 pm.

Barnard after the announcement. 
“But they can leave the hospital and 
be an outpatient.”

Credit for the delisting belongs 
largely to a handful of fisheries 
biologists determined to save the 
tiny chub, a species of minnow. To 
rebuild the populations, biologist 
Paul Scheerer and his colleagues at 
ODFW and Oregon State University 
introduced the chub into new reaches 
of the river system, often on private 
lands under voluntary “Safe Harbor” 
agreements with landowners. They 
also discovered new populations 
in places where the chub had never 
been documented before. Several 
ponds at Finley National Wildlife 
Reserve hold the core populations in 
the Marys River Watershed.

Back when the Willamette River and 
its tributaries wandered across the 
landscape in gentle curves and complex 
braids, the Oregon chub was plentiful. 
In those days, the rivers freely topped 
their banks when Oregon’s rains 
raged, filling marshes and regenerating 
wetlands. The chub thrived in those 
slack waters, which were filled with 
aquatic vegetation and cover for hiding 
and spawning. Tens of thousands of 
the sardine-sized fish flashed silvery in 
the quiet waters of beaver ponds, in the 
slow channels of oxbows, and in the 
rich habitats of backwater sloughs all 
the way from Oregon City to Oakridge.

But as the early settlers began to farm 
the fertile floodplains, to dam and dike 
and drain, to coerce the free-flowing 
waters to stay within the bounds of 
man-made channels, the chub’s native 

habitat shrunk. At the same time, 
non-native species like large-mouth 
bass, sunfishes and bullheads 
were invading the river and its 
tributaries, eating the little fish and 
out-competing them for habitat. By 
1992, the Oregon chub was officially 
declared endangered.

“Individual populations remain at 
risk due to the loss of suitable habitat 
and the continued threats posed 
by the proliferation of non-native 
fishes, illegal water withdrawals, 
accelerated sedimentation, and 
potential chemical spills or careless 
pesticide applications,” Scheerer and 
co-authors Brian Bangs and Shaun 
Clements wrote in a recent report.



Water levels were high on the Marys River in 
December 2014, causing flooding to some low-
lying parks and roads in and around Philomath. 
(Photos by Lee Sherman)

By Tim Palmer
Field Guide to Oregon Rivers

Floods cause economic loss and 
suffering where people have built in 

harm’s way, but periodic high water is 
essential to the health of streams. Floods 
scour out pools where fast water picks up 
silt, sand, gravel, and cobbles and flushes 
them downstream. Alternatively, floods 
deposit their heaviest and densest cargo 
— large cobbles — at riffle and rapid 
sites where the incoming rocks further 
congest the runoff and create whitewater. 
The resulting pools keep water cold in the 
summer and provide shelter for fish and 
other life. Meanwhile, the riffles aerate 
the water and increase its oxygen supply 
while shallow rocks provide anchoring 
structures for invertebrates at the base of 
the food chain. The combined pool-and-
riffle sequence — maintained by floods 
— is essential to a healthy river.

How High Water Keeps 
Streams Healthy
Flooding creates pools and gravels 
where fish rest and spawn

Seasonal flow variation is crucial not 
only to the stream channel but to the 
shorelines and riparian corridor. High 
water dislodges silt, sand, and gravel 
from channels and banks on the outsides 
of bends, carries them downstream, 
and later deposits this bedload on the 
insides of bends where the current 
slows. The entire process constantly 
renews the shape and condition of 
the shores. The biological health of 
floodplains and riparian forests depend 
on this periodic flooding and cyclical 
erosion and deposition in what’s called a 
“disturbance ecosystem.” …

Floods and other natural processes result 
in channel complexity — the mix of 
pools, riffles, overflow areas, riverfront 
wetlands, and sloughs … (that are) 
essential for wildlife.
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Marys River Watershed Council    

Annual Membership Form

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________State __________ ZIP _____________________

Email ____________________________________Phone __________________________    Prefer email

Are you interested in Marys River Watershed Council making a presentation to your group 
or organization?  __________

 $25.00 individual       $45.00 household       $10.00 student     $__________ additional contribution

Any contribution establishes your annual membership. Please check here if you do not want public 
acknowledgement of your support.  

I would like information about:   Volunteering       Committee service       Planned giving

Make checks payable to: Marys River Watershed Council or donate online at www.mrwc.org

Marys River Watershed Council is a nonprofit organization under IRS 501(c)3. All contributions are tax 
deductible.

Thank you!

The second annual Roots to 
Rivers is a celebration of the 

rivers, farms, and lands that make 
the Willamette Valley so unique. The 
event is put on and directly benefits 
four local non-profit organizations, 
including:
• Benton Soil and Water 

Conservation District
• Calapooia Watershed Council
• Greenbelt Land Trust
• Marys River Watershed Council

Where Land, Water, and Agriculture Meet

April 18, 2015

Roots to Rivers

Taking place at the Vue in Corvallis, 
guests will enjoy a delicious 
Mediterranean feast showcasing local 
foods and the finest local craft brews 
and wines. A silent auction will feature 
unique services and adventures such 
as a garden package including 5 yards 
of organic compost, seeds, and plant 
starts; a Benton County distillery tasting 
and tour package; a McKenzie River 
fly fishing trip for two; and more. The 
evening’s entertainment will include 
strolling minstrels, a fun wine-pull 

featuring incredible wines, 
and we are bringing back the wildly 
popular tarot reading booths! 

All proceeds (every single cent!) goes 
to the four nonprofit organizations.

Tickets are available at http://www.
rootstorivers.org/get-tickets.html. 
They are bound to be a hot item - get 
yours today!
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