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PHILOMATH - As the 80,000-pound excavator
lifted Douglas fir logs the size of school buses into
Rock Creek, Diana Blakney stood on her property
off of Rock Creek Road in Philomath in awe.

The placing of several logs into Rock Creek
marked the latest step in the Marys River
Watershed Council's Rock Creek Fish Habitat
project. The combined efforts of several local
agencies and environmentally-conscious
landowners began in 2008 with the goal of

improving fish passage and habitat for cutthroat trout. The logs, which have been placed in
several key areas along Rock and Griffith creeks, keep the waters cool year-round and
subsequent debris provides for much needed gravel buildup along the streams for fish
spawning.

Blakney, who along with her siblings, owns roughly 170 acres of land along Rock Creek, said
she and her family are hoping to continue the legacy of their mother Emma Virginia Picht, who
was instrumental in allowing the project to continue before she passed away in 2010.

"We were crazy about her. She had such a spark. It haunts me to this day taking over the
responsibility of this farm," Blakney said. "We know we'll never make a profit out of this place,
so we're just trying to be good stewards of the land. That was the message my mother got
from her mother and one we wanted to pass down to the hands of the next generation."

Blakney said she hopes to leave a lasting impression on the next generation so that they have
a chance to experience the joy she shared with her mother and uncle as they fished Rock
Creek more than 40 years ago.

"We aren't farmers. We are not going to make money on this farm. So what am I going to leave
the kids? I'm leaving a place where they can reconnect with the land," she said. "We really
wanted to do our part to restore that stream so that my kids can fish. What could be wrong
with that?"

While the Rock Creek Fish Habitat project is the result of years of studying and collaboration
from multiple agencies, the landowners along the creek are the key piece for the project, said
Karen Fleck Harding, landowner partnership coordinator at the Marys River Watershed Council.

"We really couldn't do it without them," she said. "If the landowner is willing to participate and
work with us, then that's the key we need to open the door. We like to bring an understanding
of the bigger picture of where their piece fits in and how that contributes to the overall
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restoration and (Diana) and her family have been great."

The project came to fruition through the efforts of the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board,
Siuslaw Coast Range Stewardship Fund, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, City of
Corvallis, Suislaw National Forest, Finley Wildlife Refuge and private contractors.

After similar work done in a dozen locations around Rock and Griffith creeks, Fleck-Harding
said she believes that the bulk of the work is complete and that the early signs of restoration
success are becoming evident.

"In the other areas that we started in 2009 and 2010, the gravels have built back up," she said.
"We're putting in a framework and we're getting to the point where we've addressed the
priority issues. It's enough time for us to see it start working. It doesn't all happen at once but
it's happening."


