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Meet Our New Board Members

The Plight of Wildlife Prompts 
Two Biologists to Serve

New board member Jeremy Monroe snorkels with his camera  
in search of aquatic speciesContinued on p. 2

Continued on p. 3

Back From the Brink
The tiny Oregon chub makes a big comeback
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(See Page 4 for details)

A filmmaker, a land trust 
director, a science writer and 

a Ph.D. student are the newest 
members of the Council’s board of 
directors. Elected in September at 
the Council’s annual celebration, 
the four new members share an 
abiding love of the natural world 
and a deep belief in the power of 
local action to restore and protect 
that world.

Here is a glimpse into the lives 
of two of them, Michael Pope 
and Jeremy Monroe, in their own 
words. (Watch for profiles of Lee 
Sherman and Drew Bennett in the 
next issue of the newsletter.)

There’s a species of minnow that 
teetered on the brink of extinc-

tion. Hardly anyone noticed — except 
a handful of fisheries biologists deter-
mined to save the fish, known as the 
Oregon chub. 

Now, the chub is back. Two decades 
after the chub landed on the Endan-
gered Species List, it once again swims 
throughout the Willamette River Basin 
in healthy numbers.

Back when the Willamette River and 
its tributaries wandered across the 
landscape in gentle curves and complex 
braids, the Oregon chub was plenti-
ful. In those days, the rivers freely 
topped their banks when Oregon’s rains 
raged, filling marshes and regenerat-
ing wetlands. The chub thrived in those 
slack waters, which were filled with 
aquatic vegetation and cover for hiding 
and spawning. Tens of thousands of 
the sardine-sized fish flashed silvery 

in the quiet waters of beaver ponds, in 
the slow channels of oxbows, and in the 
rich habitats of backwater sloughs all 
the way from Oregon City to Oakridge.

But as the early settlers began to farm 
the fertile floodplains, to dam and dike 
and drain, to coerce the free-flowing 

Places shape people just as people shape places. We are 
inseparable from the landscapes we know as home. To docu-

ment this human-landscape bond in the Marys River Watershed, 
the Council has begun collecting historic photos of industrial 
development along the river, along with recording the stories of 
longtime Marys River residents. The Marys River History Proj-
ect, funded by the Benton County Cultural Coalition, is work-
ing with archivists at the Benton County Historical Society and 
Oregon State University to inventory photos and other materials 
as well as conduct oral histories of multigenerational families 
along the Woods Creek tributary. Watch for details in future is-
sues of the newsletter.
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Oregon chub
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With his cameras, Jeremy Monroe 
takes viewers along on a fan-

tastic underwater field trip, where you 
confront face-to-face the cast of aquatic 
species that star in his films, videos 
and photo galleries. As the founder and 
director of Corvallis-based nonprofit 
Freshwaters Illustrated, Monroe works 
in the chill rivers of the Pacific North-
west (and elsewhere around the world), 
not only to document the fish, amphib-
ians and reptiles that live there, but also 
to inspire conservation and restoration 
with his images. “I have a passion for 
connecting people to the mysteries lurk-
ing under running waters,” says Mon-
roe, who is an aquatic biologist as well 
as a visual storyteller.

Q: How did you become entranced by 
fish and other aquatic species?
Monroe: My tendency toward water, 
water critters, and water people came 
from my early experiences fishing and 
exploring any water I could find. I was 
lucky to have frequent family trips that 
brought me to the lakes of Minnesota 
and the creeks of Montana, and I made 
awfully good use of the reservoirs, golf 
course ponds, and ditches of front-range 

Plunging in with Animals that Swim
Jeremy Monroe tells stories from beneath the surface

Colorado where I grew up. I seem to 
have always had a curiosity about the 
aquatic world. I would imagine (and 
obsessively draw) what might be hap-
pening beneath the surface of a pond 
or a stream. And I would always drag 
friends and family out on my fishing 
trips and expeditions.

Q: How does your scientific training 
merge with your artistic skills and 
sensibilities?
Monroe: I was fortunate to study fish 
biology and river ecology at the Univer-
sity of Colorado. Like most biologists, 
I found that the more I learned, the 
deeper and more mystery-filled these 
ecosystems became. At the same time, 
I was gaining a greater awareness of 
how imperiled most of our freshwater 
ecosystems are and how scarcely they 
are understood or valued as ecosystems 

by most people. My graduate research 
allowed me to explore rivers through 
snorkeling and to begin to capture their 
beauty with underwater photo and video 
equipment. That was an empowering 
experience for me, and I began to see a 
path that would combine my passions 
and fill a needed storytelling niche in 
the world. I’ve spent the last 10-plus 
years developing Freshwaters Illustrated 
to fill that niche through educational 
media, imagery, and films.

Q: Why did you decide to carve out 
time from your other work to serve 
on the board?
Monroe: My work takes me to places 
around the country and the world where 
I see a need for our kind of storytelling. 
Along with the joy and satisfaction of 
exploring new rivers and new stories 
comes a desire to connect and contribute 
to the rivers where I live and with my 
neighbors who are working to restore 
their value. My hope for MRWC is that 
we continue to contribute to the quality 
of life in the Marys River watershed and 
greater Willamette Basin, and that more 
of us who benefit from this work begin 
to recognize the value of it.

“The more I learned, the 
deeper and more mystery-

filled these ecosystems 
became.”

– Jeremy Monroe

Before taking the helm as execu-
tive director of the Greenbelt Land 

Trust in 2010, Michael Pope studied 
marbled murrelets, black bear, Roos-
evelt elk, grouse (sage, ruffed and blue) 
and mountain quail as a wildlife biolo-
gist at Oregon State University and also 
served as Wildlife Mitigation Coordina-
tor and Conservation Strategy Coor-
dinator for the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. Earlier in life, he was 
a professional boat builder in Maine, 
Maryland, Washington and Alaska. He 
loves to kayak coastal rivers such as the 
Salmon and its salt-water estuary north 
of Lincoln City. He currently heads the 
Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts.

Q: Where did you grow up?
Pope: I was born in Salzburg, Aus-
tria, where my father was posted as a 
military officer. We moved from one 
posting to another until he retired in 
North Carolina. My family on both 
sides was deeply rooted in rural, south-
ern Alabama. One grandfather was a 
local judge and newspaper publisher in 
Marion, and the other was a peanut and 
cotton farmer in Brundidge.

On Behalf of Birds and Bears
Michael Pope touts the collective power of nonprofits

 
Q:  How did you become committed 
to wildlife biology?
Pope: When I was repairing wooden 
fishing boats on the ways (repair yard) 
in a boatyard at the mouth of the Na-
knek River in Alaska one late spring 
day, I was watching a pair of tundra 
swans as they circled above the tundra 
to land in a nearby bog. I realized that 
I was spending much of my day wait-
ing in anticipation of my late-evening 
rambles through the tundra searching 
for a glimpse of a wandering moose, a 
foraging brown bear or a flock of sand-
hill cranes preening along the river. So 
I returned to my home in Seattle and 
enrolled at the University of Washing-
ton to take classes in natural history. In 
1987, my wife and I moved to Corvallis 
so that I could attend graduate school in 
the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife 
at Oregon State University.

Q: Describe an experience you had 
while conducting field research that 
stands out as particularly meaningful.
Pope: In spring 2005 I drove down to 
Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge to 

“I was spending much of my 
day waiting in anticipation 
of my late-evening rambles 

through the tundra.”
– Michael Pope

Continued on p. 4

New board member Michael Pope 



Oregon Chub, 
Continued from p. 1 

waters to stay within the bounds of 
manmade channels, the chub’s native 
habitat shrunk. At the same time, non-
native species like largemouth bass, 
sunfishes and bullheads were invading 
the river and its tributaries, eating the 
little fish and out-competing them for 
habitat. By 1992, the Oregon chub was 
officially declared endangered. 

Thanks to the all-out efforts of biolo-
gist Paul Scheerer and his colleagues 
at the Oregon Department of Fish and 

Wildlife and Oregon State University, 
the chub has rebounded in the Willa-
mette Basin, including the Marys River 
drainage. To rebuild the populations, 
the scientists introduced the chub into 
new reaches of the river system, often 
on private lands under voluntary “Safe 
Harbor” agreements with landowners. 
They also discovered new populations 
in places where the chub had never 
been documented before. Several ponds 
at Finley National Wildlife Reserve 
hold the core populations in the Marys 
River Watershed.

In 2010, its status was upgraded from 
“endangered” to “threatened.” The hope 
is to take the fish off the list altogether.

That isn’t to say all is well for the tiny 
fish. 

“Individual populations remain at 
risk due to the loss of suitable habitat 
and the continued threats posed by 
the proliferation of non-native fishes, 
illegal water withdrawals, accelerated 
sedimentation, and potential chemical 
spills or careless pesticide applications,” 
writes Scheerer and co-authors Brian 
Bangs and Shaun Clements in a recent 
report.
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As the Annual Revenue chart for 
2013 reveals, the Marys River 

Watershed Council relies on the State 
of Oregon for the lion’s share of our 
funding through the Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board. However, state 
funds are scheduled to scale back in 
upcoming years.

“We are currently benefitting from a 
special focus on the Willamette River, 
which will begin to taper off in three 
years,” says Xan Augerot, executive 
director for the Council. “We need to 
diversify for long-term stability.”

To begin closing that pending fund-
ing gap, the Council aims to raise 10 
percent of our funding from the local 
community by 2015. Individual dona-
tions already have increased, growing 
almost 400 percent between fiscal years 
2012 and 2013, to nearly 3 percent of 
total revenues.  

“We are making significant progress, 
thanks to our generous individual 
and corporate donors and sponsors,” 
Augerot says. “The Council extends 
a heartfelt thank you to all who have 
contributed to our restoration and edu-
cation efforts in 2013. We couldn’t do it 
without you.”

Donors and Sponsors, 2013
Alsea Geospatial, Inc.
Audubon Society of Corvallis
Benton Soil and Water Conservation District
Bonneville Environmental Foundation
Cascade Pacific Resource Conservation and 
Development
City of Corvallis
City of Philomath
Consumers Power
Corvallis School District
First Alternative Cooperative
Freshwaters Illustrated
Greenbelt Land Trust
Institute for Applied Ecology
Jubitz Family Foundation

Local Donors Step Up To Bolster Funding
MRWC’s mission depends increasingly on individual contributions

Kings Valley Charter School
Lumos Winery
Meyer Memorial Trust
Mill Pond Business and Research Park
Muddy Creek Charter School
Muddy Creek Duck Club
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Oregon Community Foundation - Gray Family 
Fund
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Oregon Department of Forestry
Oregon Forestry Research Institute
Oregon State University, 4-H Extension
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
Philomath School District

Russell Watkins, Inc.
Soilsmith Services
Starker Forests, Inc.
The Freshwater Trust
Thompson Timber Company
US Department of the Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
Vitality Farms
Corvallis Waldorf School
Walter T. Haswell III Wild Environment Fund
Willamette Habitat Restoration
Generous individual donors and volunteers
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Marys River Watershed Council    

Annual Membership Form

WHAT:Snacks, beverages and 
conviviality
WHEN: Friday, December 13
TIME: 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
WHERE: 101 S.W. Western Boulevard, 
Corvallis

G reenbelt Land Trust, Marys River 
Watershed and Ten Rivers Food 

Web invite you to join us to celebrate a 
remarkable year for all of us. From field 
to stream, we are working to protect our 
precious natural resources.

Please Join Us!
Holiday Open House

help my friend Mike capture and 
band greater sage grouse. Sage grouse 
are typically captured at night with a 
hand-held net after spotlighting them 
on their lek (breeding) sites. One 
late cold, clear night, we captured a 
particularly large male after walking 
hours through the sagebrush steppes 
at Sheldon. Mike left with the spot-
light to try to capture another bird 
and I was left holding this magnifi-
cent bird with erect filoplumes (head 
feathers) and beautiful black and 
white plumage. I remember cradling 
the warm bird (which I had turned on 
his back to keep him calm as it made 
a deep growling sound) and peering 
up at a sky full of stars in the high 
desert, and thinking that this experi-
ence was one I would never forget.  

Q: You talk about the importance 
of collaboration between non-prof-
its. How do you think closer rela-
tionships between land trusts and 
watershed councils will, in your 
words, “benefit Oregon’s natural 
resource legacy”?
Pope: Oregonians have a choice. We 
can pursue a future of healthier rivers 
and streams and more sustainable 
habitats for fish and wildlife, or we 
can continue losing these aquatic 
systems and the benefits they pro-
vide to native species. If we choose 
a future of better stewardship, then it 
will require the close collaboration of 
watershed councils and land trusts, 
which are in the forefront of restoring 
and protecting these resources. This 
collaboration will be strengthened if 
we can share capacity and resources, 
and coordinate organizational plan-
ning goals and objectives.

Michael Pope, 
Continued from p. 2 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________State __________ ZIP _____________________

Email ____________________________________Phone __________________________    Prefer email

Connection(s) to the Marys River watershed:  Community member       Landowner
 Other (describe) ______________________________________________________________________

Are you interested in Marys River Watershed Council making a presentation to your group 
or organization?  __________

 $25.00 individual       $45.00 household       $10.00 student     $__________ additional contribution

Any contribution establishes your annual membership. Please check here if you do not want public 
acknowledgement of your support.  

Please direct my gift to:   Restoration       Education       General support

I would like information about:   Volunteering       Committee service       Planned giving

Make checks payable to: Marys River Watershed Council or donate online at www.mrwc.org

Marys River Watershed Council is a nonprofit organization under IRS 501(c)3. All contributions are tax 
deductible.

Thank you!


